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Received November i, 1768. 

XXXVIII. Remarks upon a Denarius of the 
Veturian Family^ with an Etrufcan In- 
fcription on the Rever/e y never before pub- 
lifted. In a Letter to Mathew Maty, 
M. D. Sec. R. S. from the Rev. John 
Swinton, B. D. F. R. S. Cuftos Ar- 
chhorum of the Univerjity of Oxford, 
Member of the Academy degli Apatifti 
at Florence, and of the Etrufcan Aca- 
demy of Cortona in Tufcany. 

Good Sir, 

Read Dec. 2*,T H AV E now in my fmall cabinet (fee 
1768. J^ Tab ^ xil ^ ^ a Samnite-Etrufcan 

denarius, brought fome years fince by a gentleman of 
this Univerlity from Rome, refemblingone of the Ve- 
turian family, by me formerly explained, in every par- 
ticular but the legend or infeription, on the reverfe, and 
the letter in the exergue. As it will be needlefs to re- 
peat what has already been faid, relative to this fpe- 
cies of coins, 1 fhall beg leave to refer, for a de- 
fcription of the medal before me, to one of ( 1 ) my 

(i) Pbikfoph. Tranfatf. Vol. LII. Par. I. p. 28—39. 

former 
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former papers j and confine myfelf at prefect to the 
confideration of theinfcriptionon the reverfe, which 
feems to merit the attention of the curious, and has 
not hitherto been communicated to the learned world* 
An attempt therefore to interpret this will not, I 
would flatter myfelf, prove unacceptable to the 
Royal Society ; efpecially, as fome light may pofii- 
bly be thereby thrown on feveral other fimilar coins. 
The infcnption now in view confifted originally, 
as I apprehend, of either five or fix letters. If m. be 
taken for the prenomen here, the number of them 
amounted only to five; but if ni. be fuppofed to 
precede the name on this piece, fix undoubtedly at 
iirft appeared. I was for fome time difpofed to clofe 
with the former of thefe notions, as m. is a preno- 
men that fometimes occurs on the confulat coins $ 
as the three perpendiculars forming fo considerable a 
part of the Samnite-Etrufcan m are not always equi- 
diftant from one another, on fuch medals as that be- 
fore me -, and as one of the tranfverfe lines of the 
Samnite-Etrufcan chara&er reprefenting that element, 
on thefe coins, might have been eafily effaced by the 
injuries of time. But examining the letters with grea- 
ter attention, I afterwards found myfelf rather in- 
clined to pronounce that part of the infcription ter- 
minated by a point ni. though fuch a prenomen has, 
perhaps, been fcarce ever hitherto difcovered on any 
antient monument. However, I will not prefume 
to determine abfolutely in favour of either of thefe 
points, though one of them muft certainly be true. 
The former receives fome countenance from two 
coins of Papius Mutilus, in my little colledion, 
which exhibit the middle perpendicular of the Sam- 

nite- 
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irite-Etrulean m as not equidiflant from the other 
two ; and the latter, in my opinion, appears at leaft 
equally probable from the face of the infeription. 
Accurate (2) draughts of both thefe medals of Pa- 
pius Mutilus, one of which is in the fineft confer- 
vation, may be feen in the table referred to here. 
Of the two foregoing notions that will be judged 
the moft agreeable to truth, which feems the moft 
eligible to the learned; 

The prenomen being thus difpatched, I proceed 
to the name of the Italian commander preferved on 
this coin. The firft letter is apparently the Etrufcan 
t. The fecond is as evidently >y, adorned with the 
Samnite-Etrufcan accent, which (3)gave it the power 
of the Greek diphthong OT, or o v. This • here is only 
a point, equidiftant from the two fides 5 which coni- 
firms what I formerly fuggefted, in relation to (4) that 
accent. It is very vifible on the medal I am now 
endeavouring to throw fome light upon. Part of 
the third letter has been defaced, but the remainder 
fufficiently indicates it to have been the Samnite- 
Etrufcan P. Some faint traces of both fides of the 
fourth element appear, which will probably be al- 
lowed to announce it v. The Samnite-Etrufcan 
accent in the former \y, which conferred upon it the 
power of OT, or ov, and diftinguifhed it from the 
iimple v, however, does not prefent itfelf to our 
view here. Thus ftand the chara&ers. forming part 
of a name which, if lam not much miftaken, will 
loon be more fully explained. 

(2) Phikfoph.Travfofi. VpL LVIIi. Tab. XIT. n. 2, 3. p* Z$y 

(3) Philofoph* Tranfaft. V'pL LII. Par, I. p 32, 33. 

(4) Pbilofopk. Trarifadi. Vol. LII. Par. i. p. 33. 

5 As 



[ 2 56 ] 

As neither the Samnites nor the Etrufcans had In 
their alphabet o, they ufed the fimple unaccented 
v for that element. This is evident from the cele- 
brated tables of Gubbio, from the coins of Papius 
Mutilus, and from other Etrufcan and Samnite 
remains of antiquity. This we alfo learn from 
(5) Feftus, (6) Quintilian, and other antient writers 
of good repute. I (hall therefore not fcruple to 
confider the lad letter of the infcription I am now 
upon, fuppofing it v, as I verily believe it was, as 
equivalent to the Latin or Roman o, and confe- 
quently (hall read the four elements at firft imprefled 
upon the coin lvpo. This I would alfo look upon as 
part of the name lvponivs, though I queftion whe- 
ther or no that name has been ever yet obferved on 
any other monument. Be that, however, as it will, 
the truth of my notion, from what immediately fol- 
lows, will, I flatter myfelf, more clearly appear. 

The Lucanian forces adted under the orders of 
M. Lamponius and Tiberius Cleptius, two generals 
of very confiderable note, in the Social war. The 
fprmer of thefe, according to (7) Appian, diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by the defeat of a body of Roman 
troops, under the command of Licinius Craflus, and 
the fiege of Grumentum, in Lucania, either in the 
firft or fecond campaign of that war. As there- 
fore, by fuch a blow, he muft have rendered no 
fmall fervice to the common caufe $ 'tis natural to 
fuppofe, that the allies did him the honour of im- 
preffing his name on fome of their coins. And that 

{5) S. Pomp.Fefh p. 339. Lutetian Parifiorum, 1681. 

(6) M. Fab. Quintilian. Lib. I. c. 4. Mar. Ver. FJac* apud 
Feft. ubi (up. 

(7) Appian, Alexandria De Bel, Civil, p. 375. 

this 
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this was really the cafe, we may fairly prefume, as 
Papius Mutilus (8) and Tiberius Veturius, two other 
Italian generals, his cotemporaries, were a&ually treat- 
ed with the fame mark of diftin&ion, at the fame 
time, for their laudable condud in the Social war. 
This we learn (9) from feveral antient medals, adorned 
with the names of thofe commanders, that have been 
heretofore explained. I would therefore convert 
the m. LAMPONivs of the printed copies of Appian 
into m. or ni. lvponivs (10), the prenomen and 
name pointed out to us by my coin. I fay m. or ni. 
lvponivs, becaufe it feems altogether immaterial 
whether we aflume m. or ni. for the prenomen 
here; though- the latter of thefe, I believe, has 
fcarce ever hitherto occurred on any of either the 
Roman or Etrufcan remains of antiquity. Notwith- 
{landing which, I find myfelf inclined to prefer it to 
the other, as has been intimated above. And in farther 
fupport of this preference it may be remarked, that ni. 
in a manufcript might eafily have been taken for m., fo 
fimilar are they to each other (efpecially if the fide of 
n next to 1 had been by any accident defaced), by a 
carelefs tranferiber. The medal itfelf moft certainly 
feems to determine in favour of this opinion, though 
what the complete prenomen reprefented by ni. 
really was, I muft not at prefent take upon me ab~ 
folutely to decide. 

(8) Philofiph. Tranfatf. Vol. LI. Par. II. p # 853—865. & 
Vol. LII. Par. I. p. 28-— 39. 

(9) JPbilofoph. TranfaR* ubi fup. 

(10) Perhaps the prenomen of this commander was Nigidius. 
Other generals of the confederated rebels were denominated Herius 
Afinius, Marius Egnatius,*&c. which may poflibly feem to give a 
fort of fan&ion to fuch an opinion. Aut. Epit, Livian. Veil. 
Paterc. Appian. &c. 

Vol. LVIII. L 1 From 
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From what has been faid it appears highly pro- 
bable, that m. or ni, i«vponivs flood originally in 
the text of -Appian, or rather in that of Cornelius 
Sifenna (n ), who gave a very minute and particular 
defcription of the Social war, or of fome other Latin 
author followed by the Greek hiftorian. That writer 
therefore feems to be emended, in the inftance be- 
fore us, by my coin ; which will perhaps be allowed 
to have brought to light the true name of an Italian 
general, who commanded a body of the confederated 
rebels in the Social war, that had been loft for many 
ages. And this is rendered ftill more probable by 
the Samnite-Etrufcan accent, which makes the firft 
\y in that name equivalent to the Greek diphthong 
OT, or ov. For that diphthong and l form the firft 
fyllable of lvpvs, or AOTHOS, from whence the 
word lvponivs feems apparently to have been de- 
rived, as we learn from the text of (12) Appian.. 
Nor can it be denied, that (13) lvpivs^ and lvpo- 
nivs are, by analogy, as naturally deducible from the 
Roman or Italian cognomen lvpvs as aprivs and 
apronivs (14) are from aper : whereas lam- 

(11) Corn. Sifen. Hiji. Lib, IV. apud Non- Marcel, in voc 
Gon venire, cap. iv. co). 633* U 48, 49, 50. Genevae, 1622. 

(12) Jppian* Alexandrin* De Bel. Civil. Lib. I. p. 374. 
Amfteiodami, 1670. 

(13) Lud. Ant, Murator. Nov. Thefaur. Jnfcript. c57* 
p. 1264, Vid. ctiam hid. Univerf. ClaJJl 17 p. 2302. Me- 
diolani, 1742. 

(14) The family name aprinivs, which fometimes occurs, 
feems to be altogether the fame with apronivs ; the pofuion 
of I in the place of o, and o In the place of 1, having not 
been uncommon amongft the antients. Of this qvicvm tor 

<3VOCVM, DIE CRASTINI for DIE CRASTINTO, AGNOTVS for 

AOK1TVS, OLU for illi, to omit many other inftances that 

PONIVS, 
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fgnivs, the name exhibited by the printed copies 
of the laft mentioned author, feems to carry along 
with it the air of a depravation ; fmce no Greek or 
Latin fource, from whence we can, with Cufficient 
propriety, fuppofe it to flow, prefents itfelf to our 
view. 

From tire preceding obfervations, which, I flatter 
tnyfelf, will be deemed by no means remote from 
truth, it will follow, that the medal before me is xo 
be attributed to the Veturian and Luponian families. 
But inftances of this kind (15) pretty frequently occur. 
The names of Tiberius V^turius and G. Papius Mu- 
tilus are (16) exhibited by another Samnite-Etrufcan 
denarius, of the fame age with this, which I have 
formerly explained ; and feveral Roman confular 
coins ftruck about the time of the Social war, and 
the following age, adorned with the names of two 
illuftrious (17) perfons of different families, are to 
be met with in the cabinets of the great and the cu- 
rious at this very day. 

If what has been here advanced fhould meet with 
the approbation of the learned, they will not read 

might be adduced, are inconteftable proofs. In like manner 
lvpinivs and lvponivs might, by analogy, have been deemed 
antiently the fame name ; the fecond fyllable of the latter of 
which the Samnites and Etrufcans, for want of o, undoubtedly 
wrote pv, Lud, Ant. Murat. Nov. Tbefaur. Vet. Infcript. 
Tom. Iir. p. mccc. n. 12. Mediolani, 1740. Joh. Nic. 
Func. De Adokfcent. Lat. Ling* Traft. p. 324. Marburgi Cat- 
torum, 1723. 

(15) Vid. Vaill. Patin. Morell. & Sig. Haverc. in Num. 
Fanu Ro?n> 

(16) Philofoph. Tranfaft-. Vol. LII. Par, I, p. 21-— 39. 

(17) Philofoph* Trattfaft* ubi fup. p. 31, 

LI 2 the 
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the Abort infcription I have been eonfidering Nicrr- 
divs lvpvs, which I was once inclined to do; as 
a perfon of that name is not, I believe, ta be met 
with in the whole circle of antiquity. Such a 
Jeftion as this would not have the fandtion of any 
antient writer, of any antient coin, or of any other 
antient monument ; whereas my ledion^ or rather 
my interpretation of what I conceive to be the true 
leftion, of this name, is fupported by the authority of 
Appian, which in it's turn like wife receives no fmall 
accefilon of ftrength from this interpretation. 

I ihall only beg leave to add, that this interpreta- 
tion, if admitted by the learned, will alfo enable us 
to add the Luponian family, as a new one, to thofe 
collected by Dr. Vaillant and M. Morell, whofe 
names, together with fome of the a&ions of their 
mod illuftrious members, have been handed down 
to us, through a long feries of ages, by antient 
coins ; and that I am, with great truth, 

S I R, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

Chrift-Church, Oxom T^ SwintOIfc. 

Odtob. 31, 1768. J 
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J^enar Joatmem Swinton, S.1B. 
QxonienT.ll. l S. £. 




Tents Joannem Swinton, S.TJ*. 
Oxonienf.^.S.S. 
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JUxAr Joaimein Swintoii,S.T.B. 
OxonienC. U.S.S. 




Tenes Joannem SwintonS.TB 
Ojconienf. 3L.S S. 




ji/iud Joannem Swiiitan, S.T.B . 
QXoxdenT.U.^.S. 




A/ittd Joannem Sainton, S. T.B. 
Qxonienf. H.S.S. 



